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IMPORTANT DATES 
February 

Mon 5  Just Leadership Workshop Year 6 9am - 12.30pm 

Tue 6  Classroom Parent Meetings (please see timetable in newsletter) 

Wed 7  Welcome Morning Tea 9.30am 

  Classroom Parent Meetings (please see timetable in newsletter) 

Thur 8  Gifted and Talented Testing Year 4 

Fri 9  Welcome Family BBQ 6pm 

Tue 13  School Board Meeting 5.45pm 

Wed 14  Ash Wednesday Liturgy 9am 

Sun 18  First Sunday of Lent 

  Reconciliation Enrolment Mass 6pm 

Tue 20  P & F Meeting 7pm 

Wed 21  Rosary Years 5/6 

Thur 22 School Photo Day 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Newsletter 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 
Welcome to the 2018 school year! On Wednesday morning there was a buzz of excitement in the air with         
students returning to school with lots of holiday stories to share.  The early butterflies that some students were 
dealing with soon disappeared.  Thank you to all of the parents who helped settle in their children for what     
promises to be another fantastic year. 
 
Nature Playground 
A huge thank you to Darren Coulson and his talented team of helpers who put many more hours into the three 
level tree house during the holidays.  With more work planned for this weekend, students should be able to access 
the tree house from next Monday.  Another Busy Bee is planned for Sunday 18 February starting at 9am.  Tasks will 
include: mortar rocks on tunnel ramps, place logs and mulch on western tunnel ramp, build another tepee, finish 
off tree house, cut and place log stepping stones and paint all wood structures with decking oil.  Lunch will be    
provided and any donations of morning tea will be greatly appreciated.  Tools that would be useful on the day   
include:  power tools, shovels, rakes and wheelbarrows. 
 
Welcome Family Barbeque 
Parents and student are invited to a family barbeque to start the new school year from 6pm on Friday.  It is a great 
way to welcome new St Mary's families into the school.  The Piacentini family have kindly offered the use of their 
barbeque trailer for the night.  Please bring your own meat, fish, drinks plates and cutlery.  Families from Kindy to 
Year 3 (eldest) are asked to bring a salad to share.  Years 4 - 6 please bring a dessert.  Chairs and tables will be   
provided. 
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Web Page:  www.stmarysbnby.wa.edu.au  

Vision Statement 
 

 

Prayer to Begin a School Year 
God of wisdom and might, we praise you for the wonder of our being, for mind, body and 

spirit.  Be with our children as they begin a new school year.  Bless them and their teachers 
and staff.  Give the strength and grace as their bodies grow; wisdom and knowledge to 

their minds as they search for understanding; and peace and zeal to their hearts.  We ask 
this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

http://www.stmarysbunbury.wa.edu.au


Parent Information Meetings 
These will be conducted as follows:  
Tuesday 6 February 
Classroom Parent Meetings, Years  3 and 4       5.45pm - 6.30pm 
General Information Session (Hall) Years 3, 4, Pre Primary and Year 2  6.40pm - 7pm 
Classroom Parent Meeting Pre Primary and Year 2     7.05pm-7.45pm 
Wednesday 7 February 
General Information Session Years 1, 5 and 6      6pm - 6.20pm 
Classroom Information Meetings Years 1, 5 and 6     6.25pm - 7pm 
 
Mrs Depiazzi Away 
Mrs Depiazzi will be on medical leave for the majority of Term 1.  Mrs Guzzi will be staying on until Mrs Depiazzi 
returns. 
 
Music in the Air 
Piano students began with Mr Mills this week and guitar lessons will start next week with Mrs Cornford on     
Thursday. 
God bless 
Paul Cronin 

FULL FAMILY DETAILS UPDATE 
Full Family Details forms have been sent home this week.  
Please update any changes and return the form by    
Monday 12 February.  If there are no changes, please sign 
the form and return it by the aforementioned date.  It is 
important to inform the office if there have been changes 
to family contact details:  address, phone number, email, 
emergency contact details.  In order to provide duty of 
care for our students, these details must be kept up to 
date.  Thank you. 
 
ABSENTEES 
Parents are reminded that written absentee notes with 
student name, date, reason for absence and parent         
signature MUST be provided for all student absences - a legal requirement from the Education Department of WA.  
Please notify the school by phone call or email if your child will be absent. 
When teachers have completed class rolls each morning, the school office will SMS parents for any unexplained/
not notified absences each day. 
Students arriving at school late, i.e. after the morning siren, MUST come through the office and be signed in by 
their parent/caregiver.  STUDENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO SIGN THEMSELVES IN.  Should a student need to leave 
school early, their parent/caregiver must sign the student out at the office, even though the class teacher may 
have been notified.  Our Duty of Care requires us to account for each student during school hours, 8:45am to 
3:10pm. 
Remember, even though you have phoned or emailed the school with your child’s absence, you must still send a 
signed note.  This is a legal requirement. 
 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 

P & F MEETING 
The first P & F meeting for 2018 will be held in the 
hall at 7pm on Tuesday 20 February.  Come along 
and see how you can get involved in school life. 

SCHOOL BOARD 
The first School Board Meeting for 2018 will be held 
on Tuesday 13 February at 5.45pm in the Staffroom.  
Thank you to parents who have nominated to serve 
on the St Mary’s School Board in 2018. 
 
School Board Members 2018 are: 
Mr Paul Cronin - Ex-officio member 
Mr Kim Piacentini 
Mr Wayne Evans 
Mrs Joanne Pitts 
Fr Abraham Chukwu 
Mrs Suzie Liaros 
Mr Chez Spinelli 
Mrs Janine Stewart 

P & F CLASS REPS 2018 
KINDY   Caroline Burton and Brooke Fiore 
PRE PRIMARY  Tennille Panuccio and Hayley Williams 
YEAR 1   Sandra Smith and Diana Dean 
YEAR 2   Virginia Del Puerto Vergara and Jane Ramsay 
YEAR 3   Lacey Brown and Deb Bielawski 
YEAR 4   Chloe Fiori and Amy Cartwright 
YEAR 5   Naomi Pedrochi and Dr Alejandra Olgiati 
YEAR 6   Jenelle O’Reilly and Paula Lubcke 



KINDERGARTEN 2019 
Parents who have siblings due to begin Kindergarten in 2019 are advised to ensure they have submitted their     
applications  for enrolment BEFORE the end of Term 1 2018.  Thank you. 
 
MCEETYA DATA FORMS - KINDERGARTEN AND PRE PRIMARY 
Kindergarten and Pre Primary Parents are requested to return their completed MCEETYA data forms by Monday 
12 February 2018.  These were handed out to students on Wednesday 31 January. 
 
PARENTS VISITING DURING SCHOOL HOURS 
Parents are reminded that if they visit the school during school hours (including parents assisting in classes and 
the Canteen), they are required to sign in and sign out at the office.  This enables us to account for everyone on 
the school site in the case of an emergency.  Our Duty of Care also requires us to know who is on the school site 
during school hours. 
 
JEWELLERY 
No jewellery may be worn, other than a functional watch, and (if ears are pierced) ONE earring stud or sleeper 
in BOTH EARLOBES.  This restriction is in keeping with school philosophy of reducing the importance of material 
goods and the risk of injury.  Children are not permitted to wear nail polish. 
 
HAIR 
Hair should be always neat and tidy and should not reflect the extremes of any current fashion.  Long hair must be 
kept neatly tied back.  Ribbons or clips must be  PLAIN white or blue.  Matching headbands can be purchased 
from the Uniform Shop.  Hair must be kept at the student’s natural hair colour, without artificial hair colour     
added. 
 
SCHOOL FEE DISCOUNTS FOR HEALTH CARE CARD AND PENSION CONCESSION CARD HOLDERS 
Do you have a Family Health Care Card or Parent Pension Card? 
The Catholic Education Office provides discounts for the above Centrelink Concession cards.  A substantial         
discount is allocated to the tuition cost for each student on completion of a claim form and presenting your card 
at the office for copying.  Claim forms are available from the school office and attached with this newsletter. 
If you have another type of concession card that is an asset tested concession, please see Anna Guzzi to check if 
you are eligible to receive the discount.  Schools fee statements will be sent home today.  Applications are to be 
submitted by Thursday 8 February 2018. 
 
MOTHER’S DAY MORNING TEA 
Pre Primary parents are continuing to collect clean jars with lids for the Mother's Day Morning Tea.  We are also 
chasing donations of any pre-loved cookbooks!  Please place jars (preferably with labels removed) and books in 
the box provided in the front office . 
 
CONCERT DVD 2017 
Parents who have not collected their Concert DVD are advised that they are available for collection from the 
school office.  Thank you. 
 
YEAR 6 JUST LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP 
On Monday 5 February, St Mary’s is hosting a variety of other schools for the Caritas Just Leadership Course.  This 
3 hour workshop is facilitated by Mrs Anita Finneran and focuses on global needs and how our student leaders 
can be instruments of mercy.  All Year 6 students will be participating and are required to wear their sports       
uniform for the day.   Normal school times apply. 
Ms Brown and Mrs Murray 
 
CANTEEN 
 Please note that Domino’s have discontinued supplying schools with pizza, therefore pizza will no longer be  

available on the canteen menu. 
 Please note changes to the Menu for 2018. 
 Students who do not have the correct money for their orders will be provided with substitute meals to the value 

of money that is presented to the canteen. 



 

TERMS FIRST DAY LAST DAY  

1 31 January 13 April  

2 1 May 29 June  

3 17 July 21 September  

4 9 October 7 December  

    

SACRAMENTS    

18 February Reconciliation Enrolment Mass  6pm Cathedral 

22 February Reconciliation Parent/Student Workshop 6pm Parish Hall 

15 March First Reconciliation 6pm Cathedral 

  

8 April Confirmation Enrolment Mass 10am Cathedral 

12 April Confirmation Parent/Student Workshop 6pm Parish Hall 

20 May Confirmation 10am  Cathedral 

  

6 May First Holy Communion Enrolment Mass 6pm Cathedral 

24 May First Holy Communion Parent/Student Workshop 6pm Parish Hall 

17 June First Holy Communion 10am Cathedral 

Good Friday 



 

 



 

Thank you to Koby Drage-Edwards and Maddison Cream who 

performed their first official duty as Head Boy and Girl by    

representing St Mary’s at the Australia Day Ceremony in     

Bunbury.  Koby and Maddison, along with students from other 

schools were official flag wavers during the ceremony that  

welcomed 38 new Australians into our community. 

Play Café/3 Year Old Program 
Classroom Receives a Facelift 

The old Playgroup room received a facelift 

over the holidays and is ready to house our 

Play Café on Tuesday mornings and 3 Year Old 

Program on Fridays.  A huge thank you to Mrs   

Torrisi, Mrs Ashworth, Mrs Anderson and    

other staff who put many hours into getting 

the room ready.  The 3 Year Old Program    

began today and Play Café will begin next 

Tuesday 6 February from 9am - 11am.  Play 

Café is open to children (accompanied by their 

parents) who will be old enough to attend   

Kindy in 2019. 
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